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Nadine  Strossen  speaks  to  FSC. 


These  students  soak  up  the  interviewing  tips  in  "Big  Fish  in  a 
Little  Pond." 


Leading  the  way  to  the  future 

5th   annual    leadership   conference   informs   students 


By  Amy  S.  Bobrowski,  Melissa  Ganely,  Robin  L. 
Kanter,  and  Stephanie  Renaud 

FSC  held  their  5tn  Annual  Leadership  Con- 
ference on  Tues.,  Mar.  26.  Titled  "Our  Leaders 
in  a  Changing  World,"  the  conference's  keynote 
speaker  was  Nadine  Strossen,  President  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union.  The  program 
opened  with  inspirational  words  from  Tullio 
Neiman  who  passed  along  warm  and  uplifting 
words  from  Senator  Kennedy.  President  Ric- 
cards  discussed  his  pride  in  the  school  and  its  stu- 
dent's accomplishments.   "I  can't  believe  this  is 

the  5tn  one  of  these,"  Riccards  said.  Mayor 
Mylott  finished  the  opening  remarks  and  noted 
that  it  is  "in  the  essence  of  leadership  to  be  pro- 
active, a  critical  thinker,  and  advocate. 

Pre-registered  students  choose  two  workshops 
from  a  list  of  15  to  attend.  Workshop  subjects 
included  Leadership  Styles  of  the  Rich  and 
Famous,  Recruitment  and  Retention,  Financial 
Management,  Time  Management,  and  Changing 
Leadership  Roles  for  Women. 

Presented  by  Lisa  DuBose,  Associate  Director 
of  Student  Activities,  the  Time  Management 


workshop  informed  participants  that  individuals 
spend  only  about  20  percent  of  their  times  doing 
things  that  are  important  to  them,  while  80  per- 
cent of  their  time  is  wasted  throughout  the  day. 
Participants  were  asked  to  make  a  list  of  their 
goals  and  five  activities  for  which  they  would 
always  like  to  have  time.  Profile  surveys  were 
taken  informing  participants  whether  or  not  they 
are  procrastinators.  DuBose 's  suggestion  to  uti- 
lize time  more  efficiently  include  studying  hard- 
er subjects  first,  constructing  a  schedule  with 
deadlines,  make  time  for  relaxation,  get  enough 
sleep,  and  to  break  projects  into  smaller  tasks. 
With  the  words  of  Stephen  Covey,  DuBose  rein- 
forced, "True  effectiveness  requires  balance." 

Andrea  Cimino,  FSC's  MassPIRG  Coordina- 
tor, presented  the  Recruitment  and  Retention  pro- 
gram. To  break  the  ice,  students  were  requested 
to  tell  horror  stories  from  their  own  recruitment 
events.  Cimino  explained  the  importance  of 
recruitment  and  the  three  different  ways  to  recruit 
new  members;  passive,  active  and  creative.  Mak- 
ing use  of  the  workshop's  'poster  tips'  students 
broke  into  groups  to  create  examples  of  effective, 
attention  getting  visuals.  Cimino  also  provided 
students  with  a  formula  that  can  be  used  to  max- 


imize recruitment  efforts  and  attendance  at 
events. 

Leadership  in  Education  was  presented  by  Dr. 
Francine  Anderson  and  Dr.  Michael  Caruso. 
Anderson  and  Caruso  explained  their  everyday 
activities  in  the  field  of  education  and  the  role 
that  leadership  plays  in  their  careers  and  how 
leadership  has  brought  them  to  their  current  posi- 
tions. Stories  from  their  own  careers  gave  stu- 
dents examples  how  to  prepare  to  be  leaders  in 
their  own  classrooms.  Personal  stories  of  the  two 
provided  motivational  tools  and  skills  advanta- 
geous to  any  prospective  educator. 

Presented  by  Dr.  Hynes,  Director  of  the  Coun- 
seling Center,  and  Jessica  Rice,  Assistant  Direc- 
tor of  Human  Resources,  Dealing  with  Difficult 
People  in  Difficult  Situations,  explained  that 
"people  don't  set  out  to  be  jerks  they  just  get  frus- 
trated with  situations."  The  workshop  informed 
students  that  people  generally  want  power,  atten- 
tion and  respect,  when  these  needs  or  desired  are 
not  met,  people  become  frustrated  and  irritable. 
Dr.  Hynes  explained  that  problems  tend  to  arise 
when  there  is  a  hierarchy  of  power  because  of  a 
competition  over  scarce  Continued  on  page  4 


Letter  from  the  Editor 


For  this  week's  Letter  From  the  Editor,  I  knew  I  wanted  to  write  on  the 
subject  of  spring.  I  had  my  topic  so  I  was  all  set,  I  mistakenly  thought  until 
I  sat  down  to  write  the  article.  OK  SPRING!  Now  what  about  spring?  I  can 
tell  ya  that  the  ideas  did  not  come  springing  from  my  brain,  bad  pun,  I 
know.  I'm  sorry  I  just  couldn't  resist. 

On  March  2 1 st,  the  first  day  of  spring,  it  snowed.  On  the  second  day 
of  spring,  it  snowed.  Boy  was  I  glad  that  I  didn't  pack  up  my  hot  cocoa.  It 
was  not  until  today  that  I  felt  the  effects  of  spring  hit  me.  My  first 
encounter  with  this  mild  and  pleasant  season  came  early  in  the  morning 
when  I  was  still  awake  at  the  ungodly  hour  of  5  a.m.  working  on  three 
research  papers  or  another.  Typing  away,  I  was  on  a  roll.  I  turned  around 
and  a  bright  light  caught  my  attention.  Whoa  the  sun,  where  did  that  come 
from? 

At  that  very  moment  I  decided  my  paper  was  done  enough  for  now, 
opened  the  blinds,  sipped  my  third  (ok  it  was  probably  my  fourth)  cup  of 
coffee,  put  on  some  Mozart  and  just  watched  the  window.  A  watched  pot 
may  never  boil,  but  a  watched  dawn  will  break.  Peaceful  and  serene,  the 
thoughts  clogging  my  head  seemed  to  melt  away. 

Shortly  after  dawn  I  knew  there  was  going  to  be  no  returning  to  my 
work,  nor  was  I  going  to  attempt  to  sleep  for  two  hours,  so  I  began  the 
process  of  spring-cleaning  my  dorm  room.  I  have  no  idea  why  I  ever  chose 
to  keep  a  stub  from  the  movie  "Tom  Cats."  Oh  no  I  have  no  idea  why  I  just 
confessed  to  ever  seeing  that.  Please  don't  hold  it  against  me.  After  'spic- 
ing and  spanning'  my  room  the  bags  of  trashed  piled  up  in  the  corner. 
Spring  snuck  up  on  me  again  while  as  I  was  disposing  of  the  garbage  I 
found  myself  whistling  along  with  the  birds.  "OK,"  I  thought,  "I  guess  it 
is  morning.  No  turning  back  and  no  sleeping  now." 

The  very  same  day  one  of  my  classes  was  held  out  doors.  Later  that  after- 
noon upon  emerging  from  the  depths  of  The  Point  office,  I  was  amazed  to 
find  that  it  had  rained.  On  my  walk  back  from  the  office,  the  drizzle 
became  a  steady  rain.  However,  I  didn't  mind.  This  is  the  warm  rain,  the 
let's  jump  in  puddles  kind  of  storm.  I  strolled  through  the  quad  instead  of 
speeding  up  my  pace. 

Using  another  horrific  pun,  this  season  reminds  that  it  is  time  to  "Spring 
Ahead"  with  day  light's  savings  time.  Those  lousy  farmers  want  me  to  give 
up  an  hour  of  sleep.  I  made  sure  to  compensate  but  refusing  to  leave  my 
bed  for  an  extra  hour.  And  then,  to  my  surprise,  the  display  on  my  cell 
phone  the  following  day  did  not  go  from  noon  to  one  o'clock,  as  expected 
but  must  have  been  over  taken  by  the  military  as  is  informed  my  that  I  had 


Campus  Creations 

The  POINT  is  accepting  submissions  for  its  Campus 
Creations  section.  Campus  Creations  is  a  portion  of  the 
paper  dedicated  to  the  creative  projects  of  FSC  stu- 
dents, staff  and  faculty.  This  includes  writing  (poems, 
short  stories,  etc.),  artwork,  photography,  digital  graphic 
design,  etc. 

Send  submissions  for  Campus  Creations  by  e-mail 
(point@fsc.edu)  or  through  campus  mail. 


a  message  at  thirteen  hundred  hours.    It  took  me  until  eighteen  hundred 
hours  to  figure  out  how  to  fix  that. 

Now  that  it  is  evident  that  spring  is  here  or  at  least  on  its  way,  classes 
become  harder  and  harder  to  attend.  Who  wants  to  attend  English,  Histo- 
ry, Math,  Science  or  any  other  valuable  class  (wink,  wink,  nudge,  nudge) 
when  we  could  be  playing  Frisbee  on  the  quad  or  sipping  Coolattas  while 
cruising  down  the  highway?  And  then  professors  expect  us  to  attend  class 
even  though  baseball  season  has  started.  Hopefully  we're  out  of  class  in 
time  to  catch  the  eleventh  inning. 

The  footprints  on  the  volleyball  court,  the  carnival  rides  at  the  civic  cen- 
ter, the  transition  from  hot  to  iced  coffee,  the  music  coming  from  the  now 
wide-open  windows  of  the  dorm  rooms.  These  symbols  of  spring  show  that 
the  summer  wind  will  soon  be  blowing  in.  That  is  if  April  doesn't  make  us 
fools  with  one  last  chill  of  Jack  Frost. 

Amy  S.  Bobrowski 
Editor-in-Chief 
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OPINION 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


The  Winds  of  Change  Sweep  through  FSC 

By  Tim  Card 

Our  state  and  country  are  going  through  terrible 
times.  In  Massachusetts,  the  citizens  overwhelm- 
ingly passed  a  referendum  for  Campaign  Finance 
Reform,  which  the  Legislature  is  refusing  to 
fund.  On  the  national  level,  the  White  House 
Energy  Plan  was  written  by  companies  like 
Enron,  without  considering  the  national  security, 
environmental  or  health  consequences  of  nuclear 
and  fossil  fuels.  The  U.S.  Congress  passed  a 
'Patriot  Act'  which  infringes  on  the  very  rights 
real  patriots  earned  with  their  blood.  Confronted 
by  these  and  many  other  problems,  we  may  feel 
helpless  to  change  things  for  the  better.  Don't 
give  in  to  feelings  of  helplessness,  because  we 
can  make  a  difference  and  win  America  back! 

On  March  27,  Jill  Stein,  the  Green  Party  candi- 
date for  governor,  came  to  speak  with  the  stu- 
dents at  FSC.  Jill  offers  us  an  alternative  to  back- 
room deals  and  politics  as  usual.  She's  not  like 
the  corrupt  people  who  are  moving  our  country  in 
the  wrong  direction.  Jill  became  involved  in  pol- 
itics to  change  the  way  that  things  worked,  so  that 
government  decisions  would  not  ignore  the 
health  and  welfare  of  the  citizens. 

During  her  twenty  years  as  a  medical  doctor, 
she  discovered  widespread  evidence  of  the 
appalling  effects  of  pollutants  on  the  people  of 
Massachusetts.  Ninety  percent  of  our  children 
had  detectable  levels  of  the  chemical  Dirzban, 

Thinking  Impaired 

By  Kelsey  Doherty 


which  causes  serious  brain  cell  damage.  She  also 
found  high  levels  of  mercury  in  our  drinking 
water,  which  causes  behavioral  problem  and 
learning  disabilities  in  children.  The  mercury 
came  from  trash  incinerators,  which  were  built 
despite  concerns  that  they  would  be  a  menace  to 
public  health.  Jill  Stein  will  not  let  legislation  like 
this  get  through  without  a  fight! 

Jill's  running  mate  is  FSC  alumnus  Tony  Loren- 
zen.  Tony  is  an  experienced  teacher,  who  can 
lend  his  expertise  about  education  to  a  state  that 
has  been  ignoring  the  input  of  teachers  and  par- 
ents throughout  the  education  reform  process. 
How  can  the  state  pass  legislation  that  effects 
health,  the  environment  and  education,  without 
consulting  those  who  are  most  knowledgeable  in 
these  areas?  If  Jill  and  Tony  win,  we  shall  have  a 
governor  and  lieutenant  governor  who  know 
what  they  are  talking  about  in  these  crucial  areas. 

What  can  we  do  about  the  problems  facing  our  state  and 
our  country?  Here  are  several  steps  1  would  suggest  to 
those  who  want  to  make  a  difference. 

1 .  Register  to  vote:  Your  vote  is  not  only  useful  for 
choosing  the  candidates,  but  it  is  also  the  key  to  deciding 
referendums,  like  campaign  finance  reform. 

2.  Write  to  Governor  Swift  to  urge  her  to  use  her  emer- 
gency powers  to  force  the  legislature  to  fund  campaign 
finance  reform:  If  we  let  the  legislature  ignore  a  referen- 
dum, we  shall  lose  our  most  important  power:  the  ability  to 
pass  laws  that  the  legislature  won't  pass  for  us.  This  is  how 
we  can  impose  the  will  of  the  people  on  corrupt  politicians. 
3.  You  could  join  MASSP1RG,  WEST,  the  ACLU  or 
some  other  organization  that  helps  make  our  country  a  bet- 
ter place.  You  could  also  go  to  the  volunteer  center,  or  start 


your  own  movement. 

4.  You  can  write  to  newspaper  editors  to  express  your 
opinion  on  important  issues  facing  our  state  or  our  country. 
5.  You  could  run  for  office:  Tony  Lorenzen  and  Matthew 
Straight  are  two  alumni  who  decided  that  they  would  make 
a  difference  by  getting  involved  in  political  decision  mak- 
ing themselves.  You  can  do  it,  too! 

6.  You  can  get  involved  in  events,  like  the  river  clean  up, 
do  a  walk  for  cancer  or  help  out  with  a  hunger  clean  up. 

7.  You  could  sign  up  at  ecopledge.com:  If  you  sign  up 
at  ecopledge,  you  agree  not  to  invest  in  or  work  for  compa- 
nies, which  have  bad  records  in  public  health  and  the  envi- 
ronment. 

8.  You  can  write  to,  call  or  e-mail  your  congressman:  If 
enough  people  contact  the  office  of  a  congressman,  they 
can  convince  him  to  do  the  right  thing. 

9.  You  can  invest  in  and  support  companies  which  have 
good  records  on  health,  the  environment  and  worker  rela- 
tionships. 

10.  You  can  continue  to  learn  as  much  as  you  can  about 
current  issues  and  enlighten  other  people  you  know. 
Thomas  Jefferson  once  said  that  a  Democracy  depends 
upon  an  educated  citizenry. 

Right  now,  there  is  a  war  going  on  between  the 
rights  of  American  citizens  and  special  interests. 
The  very  rights  that  made  America  what  it  is  are 
under  attack.  Fight  for  your  rights  now,  or  we 
won't  have  any  rights  to  fight  for!  Jill  Stein  and 
Tony  Lorenzen  are  starting  a  new  revolution  in 
American  government:  government  by  the  people 
and  for  the  people.  It's  a  principle  our  founding 
fathers  fought  and  died  for.  Let's  support  Jill  and 
Tony  in  November,  and  see  if  we  can  win  our 
state  back. 


www.thinkinqimpaired.com 


NEWS 


Dr.  Robert  Hynes  explains  how  to  handle  difficult  people. 


Nadine  Strossen  gratefully  accepts  a  thank  you  token  from  Tullio 
Neiman  on  behalf  of  all  those  involved  with  the  Conference. 


Leadership  conference  highlighted  by  keynote  speaker  Nadine  Strossen 


Continued  from  page  1 

resources,  interdependence  among  co-workers, 
and  the  development  of  cliques  within  compa- 
nies. Ms.  Rice  offered  ways  such  as  using 
authority,  expanding  resources,  reducing  interac- 
tion, and  interdependence  as  way  to  avoid  these 
difficult  situations.  Conclusions  drawn  from  the 
program  suggests  that  there  are  all  different  kinds 
of  people  and  there  will  always  be  conflict 
between  the  groups,  but  if  one  handles  the  situa- 
tion with  care  it  is  easy  to  fix. 

Fitness,  Wellness  and  Recreation,  presented  by 
Jeff  Godin,  Matthew  Miller  and  Peter  Murray 
from  FSC  Recreational  Services,  gave  students 
suggestions  toward  living  "stress  free."  The 
three  were  in  agreement  that  individuals  must 
find  time  for  fitness  and  recreation  no  matter  how 
busy  their  schedule.  Exercise  and  consuming  a 
healthy  diet  can  help  a  person  release  stress. 
Practicing  the  opposite  can  lead  to  additional 
stress  for  individuals. 

The  workshop  Big  Fish  in  a  Little  Pond;  Lit- 
tle Fish  in  a  Big  Pond  was  presented  by  Jay  Bick- 
ford  of  Career  Services  and  Christine  King  of 
Expanding  Horizons.  Presentation  gave  tips  on 
obtaining  a  job  after  graduation  and  interviewing 
skills.  The  importance  of  body  language  was 
explained  with  an  exercise  in  which  students 
introduced  themselves  to  one  another  without 
speaking.  Proper  interview  attire  was  mentioned 
as  well  as  researching  the  company,  position  and 
employer  before  an  interview  and  accepting  a 
position.  The  importance  of  a  self-assessment 
prior  to  an  interview  was  discussed.  Job  candi- 
dates should  be  expected  to  answer  questions 
attesting  to  what  they  can  offer  to  the  job  as  well 
as  their  best  skills  and  biggest  weakness.  Stu- 
dents learned  that  a  positive  spin  can  be  added  to 
a  weakness,  giving  that  cloud  a  silver  lining. 


After  attending  workshops,  students  listened 
attentively  to  Nadine  Strossen's  keynote  address 
and  then  sat  down  to  a  plentiful  dinner  in  the 
Underground  Pub  while  concluding  campus 
administrators  made  remarks. 

Strossen  speaks  out  on  safety  and  sacri- 
ficing our  rights 

By  Amy  S.  Bobrowski 

Following  the  conference's  workshops, 
Nadine  Strossen  made  her  much-anticipated 
keynote  address.  She  has  served  as  the  first 
woman  President  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  from  1991  and  has  been  twice  named  to 
"The  National  Law  Journal"  as  one  of  "The  100 
Most  Influential  Lawyers  in  America.  Strossen 
received  Honorary  Doctor  of  Law  Degrees  from 
four  colleges  and  Universities  and  is  the  author  of 
"Defending  Pornography:  Free  Speech,  Sex,  and 
the  Fight  for  Women's  Rights,"  as  well  as  the  co- 
author for  "Speaking  of  Race,  Speaking  of  Sex: 
Hate  Speech,  Civil  Rights,  and  Civil  Liberties." 

Her  keynote  addressed  the  topics  of  changing 
civil  liberties  in  the  aftermath  of  9/11  and  chang- 
ing leadership.  On  the  topic  of  national  security 
and  civil  liberties,  Strossen  said,  "You  cannot 
enjoy  one  without  the  other."  As  a  result  of  the 
events  of  9/11  the  U.S.  government  has  enacted 
stricter  searches  and  security  policies.  However 
these  procedures  have  come  at  the  cost  of  peo- 
ple's rights.  There  have  been  mass  interrogations 
and  incarcerations  based  on  race  and  religion  that 
undermine  the  First  Amendment.  "Looking  for 
someone  who  fits  a  profile  is  not  as  effective  as 
someone  who  behaves  the  part,"  she  said. 
Strossen  explained  the  importance  of  maintaining 
individual  rights  while  increasing  personal  safety. 
"No  rational  person  would  give  up  freedom  with- 
out gaining  safety,"  Strossen  explained. 


Strossen  stated  that  the  government  has 
employed  dramatic  changes  in  order  to  obtain 
information  on  individuals.  "The  stepped  up  sur- 
veillance had  a  great  impact  on  our  privacy,"  she 
said.  The  government  is  collecting  so  much  data 
that  they  cannot  process  or  analyze  it  effectively. 
In  addition,  the  government  has  barred  the  press 
from  immigration  hearings  and  has  refused  to 
release  any  information  regarding  about  2,000 
individuals  arrested.  "We  the  people,  have  the 
right  to  know  what  the  government  is  doing  in 
our  name,"  said  Strossen. 

Strossen  opened  the  second  part  of  her  address 
concerning  changing  leadership  by  noting  the 
vast  increased  interest  on  the  subject.  "There  are 
more  than  9000  separate  titles  on  'leadership'  on 
Amazon.com."  she  noted.  Strossen  cited  several 
qualities  essential  for  leadership  including  a  pas- 
sion for  one's  pursuit,  telling  people  the  truth 
even  when  it's  hard,  serving  as  an  example  and 
inspiration,  treating  all  other  with  respect  and 
compassion,  and  having  a  sound  understanding  in 
the  area  which  you  are  leading. 

Strossen  commended  Tullio  Neiman  for  rais- 
ing such  important  issues  as  part  of  the  confer- 
ence and  explained  that  despite  very  real  and 
rapid  changes  leadership  ideals  are  the  same  that 
served  similar  purposes  in  the  "old  ages." 
Strossen  spoke  of  her  own  influences,  particular- 
ly JFK,  but  declared,  "You  don't  need  to  go  to 
law  school  to  achieve  and  exert  this  kind  of  lead- 
ership." 

Concluding  her  address,  Strossen  said, 
"Thanks  to  television  and  movies,  we  know  we 
have  the  right  to  remain  silent.  But  you  have  the 
right  NOT  to  remain  silent." 


NLIWS     

Stein    set     to    make     her    mark 


By  Orlando  Claffey 

With  the  Big  Dig  tunneling  its 
way  into  bankruptcy,  elected  offi- 
cials choosing  to  lounge  at  home 
instead  of  attempting  re-election 
and  a  rise  in  the  number  of  rodents 
in  Boston,  students  may  begin  to 
wonder  if  the  capital  city  is  spiraling 
into  the  depths  of  dispair. 

The  central  focus  in  all  these 
issues  is  money,  a  comodity  in 
which  the  Commonwealth  is  in  des- 
perate need,  and  according  to  Jill 
Stein,  the  Green  party  candidate  for 
govenor,  the  only  way  to  fix  the 
budget  crisis  is  to  break  the  "unholy 
alliance"  that  resides  in  the  State 
House. 

Stein  voiced  her  concerns  dur- 
ing and  environmental  lecture  held 
by  MassPlRG  March  27,  in  Ellis 
White  Lecture  Hall.  The  Lexington 
native  is  a  practicing  physician  and 
the  Co-chair  of  the  Human  Health 
and  the  Environment  Project  for 
Greater  Boston  Physicians  for 
Social  Responsibility.  She  is  also  a 
Co-author  of  the  nationally  recog- 
nized report,  "In  Harm's  Way," 
which  discusses  the  impact  of  toxic 


Jill  Stein  gives  environmental  lecture  at  FSC. 


exposures  on  child  development. 

Standing  before  a  diverse 
crowd,  ranging  from  high  school 
students  to  elderly  activists,  Stein 
spoke  of  the  increase  in  various 
health  abnomalities,  and  how  the 


decrease  of 
open  space  in 
Massachusetts 
is  impacting  her 
research  find- 
ings. 

Stein  is 
also  pushing  a 
clean  elections 
campaign, 
where  all  the 
funding  that 
comes  from 
public  dona- 
tions of  $5  to 
$100,  is 

matched  by  the 
state  goverment 
in  exchange  for 
limits  on  spend- 
ing. This 
method  of, 
which  is  also 
being  used  by 
two  other  can- 
didates,       has 


been  stalled  by  politcal  gridlock  in 
the  goverment. 

The  focus  of  the  disscusion 
centered  around  envronmental 
issues  facing  the  Commonwealth, 
such  as  the  effects  of  coal-burning 
power  plants  and  ecological  spend- 
ing. 

The  talk  here  was  part  of 
Stein's  tour  of  the  twin  cities  area  as 
Lt.  Governer  candidate  Anthony 
Lorenzen,  a  Leomenster  resident, 
announced  his  intentions  to  run  for 
the  position. 

This  is  the  first  time  the  Green 
party  is  a  regonized  political  entity 
in  Massachusetts  due  to  the  success 
of  Ralph  Nader  in  the  presidential 
race.  The  group  needs  to  gain  five 
percent  of  the  total  vote  to  stay  on 
the  ballot. 

For  more  information  on  Jill 
Stein's  campiagn,  check  out  her 
website  at  www.jillwill.org. 


Egg  hunt  finds  good  times  by  all 


By  Vanessa  Viola 

Despite  the  drizzly  weather  conditions 
the  FSC  Volunteer  Center  hosted  their  4th 
Annual  Easter  Egg  Hunt  for  the  children  of 
the  community.  Sponsored  by  the  mayor's 
office,  this  was  mayor-elect  Daniel  Mylott's 
first  swing  at  introducing  the  Easter  Bunny 
to  the  kids. 

With  the  Director  of  the  Volunteer  Cen- 
ter, Cindy  Flynn  and  Pratima  Dutta,  an 
FSC  graduate  student,  led  the  team  in  coor- 
dinating these  Easter  festivities.  Students 
like  senior  Matthew  Amero,  sophomores 
Diana  Elliot,  Michael  Heagerty,  and  fresh- 
man Bethannie  Slavinskas,  Robert  Kolaski. 
Jessica  Lorman,  Besty  Bochart  and  Pete 
Daoust  hid  candy-filled  Easter  eggs  all  over 
the  Quad  for  the  kids  to  find.  Then,  posing 
as  the  Easter  Bunny,  Nate  Mackinnon,  and 
Easter  Chick,  Mike  Heagerty,  handed  out 
balloons  to  the  roomful  of  anxious  kids. 
Each  wanted  to  have  the  most  because  the 
one  with  the  most  eggs  won  a  prize.  Other 


events  at  the  egg  hunt  included  an  egg  toss, 
musical  chairs,  and  an  egg  relay  race. 

Rallying  with  parents,  students  and  chil- 
dren alike.  Mayor  Mylott  was  impressed 
with  the  students  efforts  to  pull  off  the  suc- 
cessful festival.  "This  is  great!"  he  com- 
ments. "It's  nice  to  see  students  [interact- 
ing] with  the  kids,"  he  said. 

Assistant  to  the  mayor,  Robert  Pont- 
briand  said,  "It's  good  to  have  something 
for  the  kids,  nice  to  have  something  for 
families.  It's  wonderful  to  see  everyone 
having  a  lot  of  fun." 

As  the  day  began  to  clear  up  the  festivi- 
ties continued  on,  all  the  while  listening  to 
some  groovy  tunes  provided  by  DJ  Molik 
Haddadi,  an  FSC  graduate. 
The  final  event  for  the  day  was  a  viewing  of 
The  Emperor's  Groove  in  the  Ellis  White 
Lecture  Hall.  Not  a  bad  way  to  end  the  day. 

All  in  all,  the  Volunteer  Center  pulled  off 
yet  another  widely  successful  Easter  Egg 
hunt. 


scholarships  aren't  the  only  way 
to  pay  for  college. 


Make  your  dreams  of 

higher  education  a  reality  with  UPS. 


FITCHBURG  STATE  STUDENTS: 
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Full  Health  Benefits 
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Courtyard  of  340  Main  St.,  Worcester 


Thursdays,  1 1AM  -  1PM 

Leomister  Career  Center 

100  Erdraan  Way 

508-753-9108 
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Battle  provides  great  music  and  competition 


By  Orlando  Claffey 

For  three  nights,  the  Underground  Pub 
was  the  loudest  place  on  campus  as  WXPL's  Bat- 
tle of  the  Bands  rocked  the  snot  out  of  basement 
dwelling  bar.  Featuring  13  bands  from  through- 
out the  state,  the  show  consited  of  two  elimina- 
tion rounds,  followed  by  a  highly-charged  final 
round  with  the  top  six  acts. 

Silient  Reflect  was  top  dog  among  the 
upstart  musicsions,  winning  the  chance  to  play  at 
Funday  2002,  a  free  concert  being  held  on  the 
quad  May  5. 

"It  was  an  excellent  event,"  said  Adam 
Howe,  the  organizer  of  the  event.  "Most  of  the 
bands  were  local  bands  that  just  wanted  to  get 
heard.  They  didnt  mind  doing  the  show  for  free 
and  weren't  even  worried  about  winning  or  not. 
They  were  all  very  easy  to  get  a  along  with." 

The  winners,  a  hard  rock  band  from  Pep- 
perell,  Mass.  Almost  didn't  perform  at  the  show. 

"They  were  a  last  minute  addition  to  the 
bill  for  the  Battle  of  the  Bands  because  another 
band  had  just  dropped  out  a  couple  days  before- 
hand," said  Howe.    "I  guess  it  was  a  good  thing 


These  FSC  students  organized,  ran  and  judged  the  successful 
Battle  of  the  Bands. 


Kicking  off  WXPL's  Battle  of  the  Bands  was  Tag  team  trampoline.  The  Leominster  act  was 
the  first  of  13  bands  squaring  off  for  a  shot  to  play  at  Funday  2002  May  5. 

bands  and  three  hard  rock  bands,"  said  Howe.  "It 
was  an  excellent  event.  I  was  really  pleased  with 
everything  about  it  and  I  can't  wait  to  do  it  again 
next  year." 

Silent  Reflecy  recieved  a  $500  cpntract  to 
play  the  May  5,  WXPL  Funday  2002  with  other 
bands  such  as  Ivory  Coast,  Junction  18,  AM/FM, 
Moment,  Eulcid,  Homesick  for  Space,  and 
Kimone,  said  Howe.  The  money  for  the  winners 
came  from  the  programs  commitee,  who  have 
been  working  with  Wxpl  to  bring  many  of  these 
events  to  the  campus. 

"I'm  really  glad  we  could  colaborate  with 
the  Programs  Committee  to  put  on  this  great 
event,"  said  Howe.  "We  hope  to  do  many  more 
events  with  their  support." 

For  more  information  on  Funday  2002, 
contact  Mike  D.  at  the  WXPL  studio  or  email 
babybluestars@AOL.com. 


that  other  band  jumped  out  and  made  room  for 
Silent  Reflect.  It  ended  up  working  out  for  the 

best." 

The  show, 
which  was 
free  as  part  of 
WXPL's 
attempt  to  gain 
a  foothold  in 
the  FSC  com- 
munity, fea- 
tured many 
different  gen- 
res of  music. 

"The      six 

winning  bands 

from  the  first 

round  included 

three     punkish 


SGA  board  members  Michelle  Hiatt,  Samantha  Baker,  Adam  Keyes,  Elizabeth 
Bochart,  Mike  Heagerty,  Vatche  Arabian,  Samuel  Lurie,  and  peter  Daous  gather 
for  "Meet  the  Candidates."  See  election  results  on  page  8. 


These  girls  welcome  FSC  students  to  the  Career  Fair. 


AnE. 


Remembering  Nirvana 

The  good,  the  bad,  the  ugly 


By  Kyle  Wall 

Lately  I  have  been  thinking 
a  lot  of  the  band  that  really  broke  me 
away  from  what  I  had  previously 
accepted  and  made  me  search  out 
my  own  defini- 
tion of  "good 
music."  While  it 
is  probably  cliche 
to  say  so.  Nirvana 
was  this  band. 
Totally  unlike  the 
previous  exposure 
from  my  parent's 
musical  tastes, 
this  little  garage 
band  from  outside 
Seattle  opened 
my  eyes  to  a 
musical  style  that 

was  otherwise  unknown  to  me.  And 
God-bless  them  for  it.  While  I  do 
appreciate  what  I  heard  from  my 
parents,  and  still  listen  to  with  some 
regularity.  Nirvana  turned  my  head 
to  a  new  way  of  viewing  my  musi- 
cal taste. 

Listening  again  to  the  six 
albums  Nirvana  was  able  to  produce 
I  again  wonder  why  it  was  them  that 
caught  my  ear.  While  I  cannot 
always  determine  what  Kurt  means 
in  the  lyrics,  let  alone  what  he  says 
half  the  time,  there  is  something  in 
the  music  that  just  strikes  me.  I  am 
sure  I  am  not  the  only  one.  I  have 
recently  uncovered  seven  boot- 
legged albums  I  had  bought  while 
still  in  middle  school.  These  live 
concerts  give  me  an  idea  of  what  I 
missed  when  I  did  not  go  to  that 
concert  I  was  invited  to.  I  did  not  go 
because  I  did  not  think  my  parents 
would  allow  me  to,  only  to  find  out 
they  would  have  after  my  friend  left 
for  the  show. 

Currently  there  is  an  ongo- 
ing legal  battle  over  who  has  the 
rights  to  the  Nirvana  legacy.  After 
Kurt's  death,  Krist  Novoselic  and 
Dave  Grohl  were  in  a  partnership 
that  controlled  Nirvana.  They 
released  both  "Live  in  New  York 
and  From  the  Muddy  Banks  of 
Wishkah."  In  1997,  a  limited  liabili- 
ty corporation  was   formed  with 


Krist,  Dave,  and  the  Cobain  Estate 
a.k.a.  Courtney  Love.  All  had  equal 
say  in  what  happen  to  Nirvana. 
Within  a  year,  it  was  decided  that  a 
box  set  commemorating  the  ten- 
year  anniversary  of 
"Nevermind"  was 
to  be  released, 
included  the  last 
Nirvana  song  ever 
recorded,  "You 
Know  You're 

Right." 

Everything 
was  going  smooth- 
ly until  Ms.  Love 
decided  to  show 
her  true  colors. 
Already  in  a  battle 
with  her  recording 
company,  which  coincidentally 
enough  was  the  same  that  Nirvana 
was  on,  Ms.  Love  decides  that  she  is 
going  to  sue  the  remaining  members 
of  her  husbands  band  claiming  that 
she  alone  has  sole  right  to  the  lega- 
cy of  Kurt's  work. 

The  problem  Courtney  has  is 
she  doesn't  want  to  be  in  her  con- 
tract anymore.  Because  the  label  of 
Geffen  was  bought  up  by  UMG, 
along  with  her  own  dissatisfaction, 
Courtney  is  now  holding  up  in  court 
the  "Holy  Grail  of  rock  &  roll"  as 
she  put  it.  But  as  Krist  and  Dave  so 
nicely  put  it  "She  is  using  Nirvana's 
music  as  a  bargaining  chip  to 
increase  leverage  for  her  personal 
gain,  without  any  regard  for  the  Nir- 
vana legacy.  Our  music  is  just  a 
pawn  in  her  endless  legal  battles  and 
her  obsessive  need  for  publicity  and 
attention." 

As  a  longtime  Nirvana  fan  I 
am  royally  ticked  off  at  this.  How 
one  manipulative,  disgusting  person 
can  hold  up  what  a  generation  has 
been  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  for 
almost  ten  years  now  is  beyond  me. 
While  I  will  always  appreciate  what 
Kurt  left  us  with,  I  cannot  help  but 
imagine  what  he  left  behind  that  we 
didn't  hear.  And  you  only  have  one 
person  to  blame  now  for  not  hearing 
it,  Courtney  Love. 


FSC  becomes 
animated 

Avent-garde  American  animation  will  be  screened  at  FSC  on  Thur., 
April  18th,  at  7  p.m.  in  the  Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall  of  the  Hammond 
Building  as  part  of  an  ongoing  series  on  animation.  Admission  is  $5  for 
the  general  public  and  $3  for  students  and  seniors.  For  more  information, 
call  (978)  665-3709  or  (978)  665-3347. 

The  evening  will  feature  a  survey  of  late-modernist  and  post-modernist 
film  animations  produced  in  the  United  States  since  the  middle  of  the  20th 
century.  The  works  engage  the  film  making  process  in  relation  to  formal- 
ist, abstract,  mystical,  and  visionary  concerns. 

Robert  Harris,  an  assistant  professor  of  communications/media,  will 
facilitate  the  post-viewing  discussion.  The  event  is  part  of  the  college's 
CenterStage  program. 


Dance  performance  will 
'Crosscurrents' 

"Crosscurrents,"  a  modern  and  contemporary  dance  performance  by 
Rebecca  Rice  and  guest  artists  from  the  Boston  Ballet,  will  be  held  at  FSC 
on  Sat.,  April  20th,  at  8  p.m.  in  Weston  Auditorium.  Tickets,  $20  for  the 
general  public,  $15  for  FSC  staff,  seniors,  groups,  and  $5  for  FSC  students 
and  children  under  1 8m  are  available  at  the  college's  box  office  or  by  mail 
order.  For  more  information  call  the  Weston  Box  Office  at  (978)  665-3347 
Monday  through  Friday  from  12:30-3:30  p.m.  Information  is  also  available 
by  calling  (978)  665-3709.  The  event  is  part  of  the  college's  CenterStage 
program. 

Choreographer  Rebecca  Rice  will  share  pieces  created  at  the  Boston  Bal- 
let II  and  Boston  Ballet  School.  Her  Finely  crafted  work  evolves  from  her 
early  training  in  ballet  and  Denishawn  dance,  and  blends  the  creative  con- 
cepts of  modern  dance  with  the  elegance  and  technical  virtuosity  of  ballet. 
Rice  has  worked  closely  with  the  Boston  Ballet  Company  and  School. 
She  has  reconstructed  and  performed  original  Denishawn  works.  Rice  is  on 
the  faculty  at  Boston  Ballet,  the  Dana  Hall  School  and  Massachusetts  Insti- 
tute of  Technology. 


FSC  to  hold  terrorism 
symposium 

Law  enforcement  officials  from  throughout  the  region  will  gather  at 
FSC  on  April  11th  for  a  symposium  on  terrorism  and  counter  terrorism. 
The  event  is  scheduled  for  5  to  9  p.m.  in  Randall  Lecture  Hall  in  the 
Condike  Science  building.  The  public  is  welcome  to  attend  free  of  charge. 

Criminal  justice  professor  Fazal  Ahmed,  whose  doctoral  thesis  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania's  Wharton  School  was  on  terrorism,  will  lead 
the  discussion.  Brian  McCullough,  chief  of  FSC  campus  police,  will  also 
participate. 

Ahmed,  bom  in  India  and  raise  in  Pakistan,  is  former  chief  of  military 
police  in  Pakistan  and  Kashmir.  He  has  planned  and  implemented  counter 
terrorism  operations.  Since  Sept.   1 1th,  Ahmed  has  participated  in  a  vari 
ety  of  public  forums,  and  has  consulted  with  law  enforcement  agencies. 
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SGA  Election  Results 


Executive  Board 


Class  of  2004 


President 

Amber  Keumurian 

Vice  Prseident 

Adam  Keyes 

Secretaiy 

Colleen  Montgomery 

Treasurer 

Michelle  Hiatt 

Student  Trustee 

Nate  Mackinnon 

Public  Informatior 

i     Mike  Heargrty 

Director 

Commuters' 

Board 

President 

Vice  President 

President 
Vice  President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Representative 


Andrea  Nykiel 
Greg  Keefe 
Carrie  Dion 
Christopher  Fadden 
Diana  Elliott 
Matt  Germain 
Julianne  O'Connor 


Class  of  2005 

President  Peter  Daoust 


Class 


Vice  President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Representative 


Taffeta  White 
Elizabeth  Bochart 
Samuel  Lurie 
Vatche  Arabian 
Brandy  LeBlanc 


Calendar   of    events    and    activities 


Dance 

"Crosscurrents"  -  April  20,  8 
p.m.,  modern  and  contemporary 
dance  created  at  the  Boston  Ballet  II 
and  Boston  Ballet  School;  $20  gen. 
$15  staff,  seniors,  groups;  $5  FSC 
students  and  under  1 8/reserved  seat- 
ing; Weston  Auditorium. 

Theater 

"Zorba  the  Greek"  -  April  10-13, 
8  p.m.,  musical  presented  by  the 
English  Department;  matinee  on 
April  13  at  2  p.m.;  $7  gen.,  $5  for 
students  and  seniors.  Tickets  are 
available  at  the  door;  McKay  Audi- 
torium. 

Film 

"Animation:  Avant-Garde  in  the 
USA,  1960-2001"  -  April  18,  7  p.m., 


survey  of  late-modernist  and  post- 
modernist film  animations,  with 
post-viewing  discussion  facilitated 
by  Professor  Bob  Harris;  Ellis 
White  Lecture  Hall. 

Classic  Film  Series  -  April  25,  7 
p.m.,  "Gentleman's  Agreement"; 
Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall. 

Special  events 

Cultural  Banquette  -  April  29,  6 
p.m.-midnight;  Pub. 

DJ  Dance  Party  -  April  24,  9 
p.m.,  Pub. 


Etiquette  Dinner  -  April  24,  5 
p.m.;  Pub. 

Karaoke  -  April  25,  9  p.m.;  Pub. 


LASO  Dinner  and  Dance  -  April 
16,  7  p.m.;  Pub. 

Phi  Sig  Senior  Roast  -  April  25, 
4:30-8:30  p.m.;  Pub 

Class  of  2004  Semi  Formal 
"Dance  Into  the  Moonlight"  April 
25th  from  7p.m.-midnight;  Leomin- 
ster Elks  Club.  Dinner,  Dancing  and 
Transportation  all  for  $30  or  $50  for 
a  couple.  For  more  details,  call  the 
SGA  office  at  3300.  Tickets  are 
available  at  the  Info  Desk. 

Public  hearing  on  the  concerns  of 
women  and  girls  in  MA.  Sponsored 
by  the  Massachusetts  Commission 
on  the  Status  of  Women  .  April  17, 
4-7  p.m.,  Alumni  Rooms  A  &  B  in 
Hammond  Building.  Participation 
is  free.  Refreshments  will  be  served. 


Comedy 

Justin  McKinney  -  April  17,  9 
p.m.;  Pub. 

Lewis  Black  -  April  27,  8  p.m., 
Comedy  Central  performer,  with 
special  guest  Tom  Cotter;  Weston. 


Visual  Arts 

Photographic  Exhibit  -  Through 
April  12,  works  by  Keith  Johnson; 
Hammond  Art  Gallery. 


Listings  including  date,  time, 
location,  admission  fee,  sponsor  and 
contact  telephone  number  may  be 
sent  by  email  to  point@fsc.edu,  or 
by  campus  mail  to  The  Point,  Ham- 
mond Building. 
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riLATURtS  

Admissions  department  busy  with  decisions 


By  Kristine  McCaffrey 

Imagine  stacks  and  stacks  of  files  spread  all 
over  small  compact  offices  ready  and  waiting  to 
be  reviewed.  That  is  exact  ly  what  it  looks  like  in 
FSC  Admissions  Office.  Without  a  Director  of 
Admissions  this  year,  it  is  up  to  only  a  handful  of 
admissions  counselors  to  review  hundreds  of 
applicant  files  a  day  to  be  accepted  and  denied  for 
the  Fall  2002  school  year  .  These  admissions 
counselors  include  Cynthia  Campbell,  Scott  Gau- 
thier,  and  Rob  McGann. 

This  year  the  number  of  applicants  has 
increased  approximately  47  percent  from  last 
year.  A  total  of  2,840  first  year  and  transfer  stu- 
dents have  applied  to  FSC  this  year  as  compared 
to  last  year  where  2,21 1  students  applied.  Of  the 
2,840  student  applicants  940  have  been  accepted, 
as  of  March  22nd.  Last  year  929  students  were 
accepted.  There  is  no  exact  number  quota  of  how 
many  students  can  be  accepted.  "All  students 
that  are  accepted  have  until  May  1st  to  pay  their 
$85  non-refundable  deposit  to  secure  their  enroll- 
ment," says  Rob  McGann.  This  is  also  true  for 
students  planning  on  becoming  residents  at  FSC. 
According  to  the  admissions  acceptance  informa- 
tion book  sent  out  to  accepted  students  "each  per- 
son who  sends  a  signed  application/contract  and 
$50  reservation/  security  deposit  (making  the 
total  deposit  $135)  may  attend  FSC.  If  we 
receive  your  contract  housing  deposit  after  May 
1st  you  will  be  placed  on  a  waiting  list  for  hous- 
ing." 

This  deadline  for  enrollment  and  deposits 
ensures  that  residence  halls  will  not  be  over 
crowed.  However  there  is  no  actual  cut  off  mark 


at  which  counselors  stop  accepting  students. 
"The  reason  why  we  over-book  is  because  we 
have  to  keep  in  mind  that  a  lot  of  students  we 
accept,  may  not  plan  on  enrolling.  Also  there  are 
students  that  come  to  FSC  and  tend  to  leave 
quickly  after  the  first  few  weeks  of  school  begin," 
says  McGann.  Another  reason  for  over-booking 
is  for  those  applicants  "who  put  down  money 
deposits  at  several  schools  they  have  been  accept- 
ed to  in  order  to  hold  positions  until  they  decide 
where  they  are  going,"  states  McGann. 

According  to  Scott  Gauthier.  an  additional 
cause  of  crowded  dorms,  which  is  what  happened 
last  fall,  is  caused  by  the  Mount  Wachusett  Com- 
munity College  Institute  students,  who  dorm  here 
at  FSC.  "Students  attend  "The  Mount"  when 
they  have  a  GPA  of  2.0-2.5  when  leaving  gradu- 
ating from  high  school,"  informed  Cynthia 
Campbell.  Once  a  student  has  brought  up  their 
GPA  they  are  then  automatically  enrolled  as  an 
FSC  undergraduate  student. 

"We  need  our  dorms  to  be  up  to  capac- 
ity. For  every  bed  that  is  not  filled  FSC  has  to 
pay  the  housing  authority  of  Massachusetts,"  said 
Gauthier.  "The  Mount  does  two  important  things 
for  FSC.  The  first,  is  that  it  puts  bodies  in  the 
beds  and  second,  is  that  it  is  an  excellent  source 
of  transfer  students  ,  which  boosts  FSC's  transfer 
numbers.  The  Mount  is  important  from  a  busi- 
ness standpoint." 

Much  time  goes  into  deciding  whether  or  not 
a  prospective  student  may  be  accepted  to  FSC. 
Campbell  told  how  the  decisions  are  made.  "If  a 
student  had  a  GPA  3.0  they  are  accepted  to  FSC 
and  because  of  this  3.0  GPA  their  SAT  board 


score  are  not  as  heavily  scrutinized.  SAT  scores 
weigh  more  in  the  admissions  process,  when  the 
prospective  student  has  a  GPA  below  3.0.  The 
'sliding  scale'  is  then  implemented,  where  for 
example  if  a  student  has  a  GPA  of  2.31,  to  get 
accepted  they  will  have  to  have  an  SAT  score  of 
at  least  1 ,000."  For  once  college  preparatory  stu- 
dents, the  next  fact  might  be  surprising.  Campbell 
said  that  according  to  acceptance  bylines  and 
rules  if  a  applicant  has  only  been  taking  college 
preparatory  ranked  classes,  their  art  and  music 
classes  are  not  counted  towards  their  GPA  for 
FSC  acceptance. 

If  students  are  below  in  board  scores  and 
don't  have  a  3.0  GPA  Campbell  describes  two 
other  options  admissions  gives  to  students.  "If 
your  GPA  is  between  2.5-3.0  and  you  don't  have 
enough  credits  from  high  school  or  low  board 
scores  the  Summer  Bridge  Program  is  offered." 
The  Summer  Bridge  Program  gives  students  a 
chance  to  catch  up  over  the  summer  months  in 
order  to  be  enrolled  for  the  fall  semester  as  under- 
graduates at  FSC.  "If  a  students'  GPA  is  2.0-2.5 
they  then  have  the  option  of  taking  classes  at  The 
Mount  until  they  bring  up  their  GPA." 

Stacks  and  stacks  of  applications  are  still 
being  reviewed  for  acceptance  and  denial. 
Campbell  is  so  swamped  with  files  that  she  can 
barely  find  the  time  to  keep  up  with  her  voicemail 
messages.  "I've  never  seen  it  like  this,"  says 
Campbell  referring  to  the  increase  in  applications 
this  year.  With  a  only  a  few  hundred  more  appli- 
cations to  go  Campbell,  Gauthier  and  McGann 
are  pleased  that  the  Admissions'  application  sea- 
son is  almost  over. 


Exxon  Valdez  spill  of  '89  commemorates  13th 

anniversary  of  tragic  event 


By  Stephanie  Renaud 

The  Exxon  Valdez  spill  was  the 
largest  ever  in  the  United  States. 
When  it  comes  to  the  damage  to  the 
environment,  it  is  considered  to  be 
the  number  one  spill  worldwide.  On 
March  24th,  1989  at  12:04  A.M., 
The  Exxon  Valdez  hit  an  iceberg  and 
grounded  at  Bligh  Reef  in  Alaska. 
The  ship,  which  was  headed  for  Cal- 
ifornia, lost  10.8  million  gallons  of 
oil.  Approximately  1,300  miles  of 
shoreline  was  oiled  and  the  mess 
stretched  460  miles  to  the  tiny  vil- 
lage  of  Chignik  on  the   Alaska 


Peninsula  from  Bligh  Reef. 

It  took  more  than  four  summers 
of  cleanup,  but  some  beaches  were 
never  even  cleaned.  10,000  workers, 
about  1,000  boats  and  roughly  100 
airplanes  and  helicopters,  known  as 
Exxon's  army,  navy,  and  air  force 
were  involved  in  the  cleanup.  Many 
of  the  animals  living  in  the  area 
were  killed.  The  best  estimates  are 
250,000  seabirds,  2,800  sea  otters, 
300  harbor  seals,  250  bald  eagles, 
up  to  22  killer  whales,  and  billions 
of  salmon  and  herring  eggs.  The 
losses  to  the  area  were  immense. 


On  March  19,  2002.  Masspirg 
and  the  Biology  Club  recognized  the 
13th  anniversary  of  the  spill  by 
showing  "When  the  Spill  Hit 
Homer"  in  the  Ellis  White  Lecture 
Hall.  The  movie  told  the  story  of  the 
spill  from  the  prospective  of  the 
people  who  live  in  Homer,  Alaska 
and  the  neighboring  towns.  Using 
home  videos  and  interviews,  it 
showed  the  disturbing  sights  of  the 
results  of  the  spill,  the  clean  up 
process  and  what  the  people  had  to 
say  about  it. 

Following  the  movie,  members 


held  a  discussion  about  what  they 
had  just  seen.  They  then  had  people 
write  letters  to  Sir  John  Browne,  the 
CEO  of  BP  Amoco,  a  company  that 
wants  to  drill  in  the  Arctic  refuge. 
Flyers  were  also  handed  out  on 
clean  energy  and  listed  actions  peo- 
ple can  take  to  conserve  energy. 

Anyone  interested  in  helping  out 
with  MassPIRG's  Campaign  to  Save 
America's  Arctic  should 
call  the  MassPIRG  office  at  X4238. 
or  come  to  the  meetings  every 
Wednesday  at  5:30  in  the  SLC. 


mATURLS 

Living  in  a  battle  against  money 


By  Kristen  Malli 

Finding  an  affordable  place  to  live  in 
Fitchburg  is  a  struggle.  According  to  a 
recent  study  conducted  by  the  Gardner  Vis- 
iting Nurse  Association,  the  average  two- 
bedroom  apartment  costs  over  $780.00  per 
month,  before  utilities,  which  is  more  than 
many  low-income  families  can  afford. 
Despite  the  bleak  outlook  for  many  families 
searching  for  homes,  there  are  some  people 
who  are  taking  action  to  see  that  affordable 
housing  becomes  attainable  for  everyone. 

Wanda  Rupelt  was  going  through  a 
divorce  when  she  moved  to  Fitchburg  from 
Savannah,  GA.  With  three  children,  Rupelt 
was  in  need  of  housing  and  a  sense  of  nor- 
malcy in  her  kids'  lives.  "I  believe  in  pro- 
viding my  children  with  stability.  Moving 
around  wasn't  an  option  for  me."  As  a 
result,  Rupelt  spent  some  time  in  less-than- 
desirable  apartments.  "Affordable  housing 
shouldn't  mean  having  to  live  in  a 
cesspool,"  she  said.  Having  two  girls  and 
one  boy  also  made  things  difficult  for 
Rupelt,  as,  by  law,  she  was  required  to  live 
in  a  three-bedroom  unit,  which  are  rarely 
available. 

"There  is  a  desperate  need  for  family 
housing,"  said  Fitchburg  Housing  Authori- 
ty Commissioner  Lillian  Leger.  Leger  has 
been  working  on  affordable  housing  issues 
since  the  early  80s,  and  believes  that  the 
need  for  affordable  places  to  live  stretched 
across  the  city  of  Fitchburg.  FHA  current- 
ly provides  over  900  units  of  affordable 
housing  in  the  city,  but  most  of  it  is  for  the 
elderly  or  disabled,  and  in  order  to  qualify, 
o  ne  must  be  income-eligible,  meaning  they 
must  fit  requirements  depending  on  their 
annual  income.  The  organization  receives 
state  funding  from  the  Division  of  Housing 


and  Urban  Development.  It  is  also  respon- 
sible for  administering  Section  8  vouchers 
which  provide  income-eligible  people  with 
housing  assistance. 

Leger  serves  on  a  variety  of  other  local 
committees  committed  to  working  on  the 
affordable  housing  issue,  including  the 
Affordable  Housing  and  Plymouth  Street 
Initiative  committees  o  f  the  Twin  Cities 
Community  Development  Corp.,  located  in 
Fitchburg,  The  Affordable  Housing  com- 
mittee addressed  the  housing  needs  in 
Fitchburg  and  Leominster,  whereas  the  Ply- 
mouth Street  Initiative  committee  is  focus- 
ing on  a  specific  location  in  Cleghorn,  a 
neighborhood  of  Fitchburg,  The  PSI  com- 
mittee is  engaged  in  a  comprehensive  com- 
munity planning  process  that  includes 
addressing  the  needs  of  affordable  housing 
the  neighborhood.  Leger  also  serves  on  a 
local  committee  of  the  statewide  organiza- 
tion Neighbor  to  Neighbor,  which  focuses 
on  the  issues  of  working  class  families. 

All  of  these  organizations  seek  to  get  res- 
idents involved  in  solving  the  problem  of  a 
lack  of  affordable  housing  making  change 
at  a  grassroots'  level  b  y  encouraging  peo- 
ple to  influence  politicians.  Leger  feels  that 
changing  the  attitudes  of  politicians  is  vital 
to  addressing  the  issue.  "People  that  are  in 
political  positions  need  to  have  a  political 
will  to  provide  the  type  of  housing  that  is 
needed.  Right  now,  the  political  will  is  not 
there  for  affordable  housing.  Single  family 
homes  are  not  meeting  immediate  needs." 

Immediate  need  is  something  very  famil- 
iar to  Yvette  Cooks,  another  member  of  the 
PSI  and  Affordable  Housing  committees  as 
well  as  Neighbor  to  Neighbor.  Cooks  is 
also  a  longtime  resident  of  Fitchburg.  A 
former  probation  officer,  Cooks  came  back 


to  Fitchburg  nine  years  ago  after  an  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  at  stating  a  career  in 
Provincetown,  MA.  She  found  herself 
without  a  job  or  a  place  to  live. 

"I  slept  in  the  woods  for  two  night,"  she 
said.  After  a  good  Samaritan  helped  Cooks 
find  her  way  to  the  Fitchburg  Welfare 
office,  she  was  able  to  get  emergency  assis- 
tance and  moved  into  an  apartment  shortly 
after.  The  apartment  cost  her  $375.00  per 
month,  and  the  welfare  office  paid  for  the 
first  and  last  month's  rent  as  well  as  the 
security  deposit  required  by  the  landlord.  "I 
was  struggling  real  bad,  but  at  least  I  had  a 
roof  over  my  head." 

Not  long  after  Cooks  moved  into  her 
apartment  on  Beakman  St.,  even  the  small 
amount  of  rent  she  was  paying  became  too 
much  to  handle.  She  then  moved  into  the 
Joseph  House,  a  privately  owned  apartment 
building  funded,  like  FHA  units,  by  HUD. 
The  Joseph  House  rents  to  80%  of  elderly 
and  20%  to  disabled  people.  Tenants  must 
be  income-eligible  and  pay  one-third  of 
their  income  in  rent. 

Nine  years  later,  Cooks  still  lives  in  the 
Joseph  House.  She  is  now  active  in  the 
community  in  tackling  the  issue  affordable 
housing  that  she  is  so  familiar  with.  Her 
involvement  in  the  area  committees  has 
made  Cooks  believe  in  the  power  of  the 
people's  voices.  "Housing  is  not  going  to 
be  made  more  affordable  until  people  start 
making  noise."  Like  Leger,  Cooks  feels  it 
is  important  to  make  impressions  upon 
politicians.  "Landlords  and  politicians  are 
not  going  to  change  unless  the  people  start 
making  demands." 

The  Affordable  Housing  committee  was 
successful  in  bringing  together  140  people 
this  summer  to  discuss  the  issues  of  afford- 


able housing.  According  to  Cooks,  the 
forum  had  a  pro  found  affect  on  getting 
politicians  involved  in  meeting  people's, 
demands.  More  of  the  same  will  be  needed 
in  the  future.  "Our  strength  lies  in  num- 
bers," she  said. 

Rupelt  was  one  of  the  speakers  who  gave 
testimony  to  why  it  is  so  critical  to  address 
the  affordable  housing  issue.  In  her  speech 
she  said:  "A  decent,  affordable  place  to 
live.  It's  not  too  much  to  ask  for.  Yet  it's 
becoming  a  near  impossible  thing  to  find.  I 
want  the  same  for  my  children  as  many  par- 
ents do.  decent,  affordable  place  for  them 
to  call  home,  for  me  to  raise  them  in.  A 
place  that  will  provide  them  security  and  a 
foundation  for  them  to  build  upon.  There 
are  repercussions  to  families  becoming 
homeless,  feeling  unsafe,  struggling  say  in 
and  day  out.  It's  a  snowball  effect  that  will 
touch  our  community  in  the  long  run.  "We 
need  our  leaders  to  be  visionaries,  to  see 
that  addressing  this  serious  issue  within  our 
community  today  will  lead  to  a  better 
tomorrow." 

After  legislation  listened  to  the  testimo- 
ny of  Rupelt  and  others,  they  were  asked  to 
commit  to  a  series  of  statements  about 
affordable  housing.  Rep.  Emile  Goguenm 
Senator  Antonioni,  former  Mayor  Whitney 
and  City  Council  President  Hay  agreed  to 
all  the  statements  in  support  of 
affordable  housing  reform. 

Rupelt,  and  others,  were  pleased  with  the 
support  the  legislation  showed.  Rupelt 
feels  that  the  most  important  thing  people 
can  do  for  the  affordable  housing  issue  is  be 
involved  with  their  community,  "Don't  take 
no  for  an  answer.  Just  believe  in  yourself 
and  go  after  what  you  need." 


Hepatitis    C    makes    headlines 

information    submitted    by    Health    Services 


What  is  Hepatitis  C? 

Hepatitis  C  is  a  serious  viral  illness 
caused  by  the  Hepatitis  C  Vinis  (HCV). 
The  infection  is  spread  through  contact  with 
contaminated  blood. 

Some  of  the  common  ways  Hepatitis  C  is 
transmitted  is: 

-  Sharing  IV  needles  and  equipment  -  Shar- 
ing ink  for  tattoos,  unsterile 
tattoo  needles 

-Transmitted  through  sexual  contact  (vagi- 
nal, oral  and/or  anal  sex) 
-Organ  transplants  and  blood  transfusions 
prior  to  1992 

Hepatitis  C  is  not  transmitted  by:  food 
or  water,  sharing  eating  or  drinking  utensils, 
sneezing,  coughing,  casual  contact,  hug- 
ging- 
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Is  Hepatitis  C  serious? 

It  can  be  serious  for  some  people  and  not 
for  others.  The  majority  of  people  who 
contract  HCV  carry  the  virus  for  the  rest  of 
their  lives.  Many  carriers  of  Hepatitis  C 
may  have  mild  to  moderate  liver  damage 
with  no  symptoms.  Some  people  develop 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver  and  liver  failure  and 
may  require  a  liver  transplant  later  in  life. 

What  can  I  do  to  protect  myself  from 
acquiring  Hepatitis  C? 

-Consider  the  health  risks  if  you  are  consid- 
ering acquiring  a  tattoo  or  body  piercing. 
Infections  are  spread  when: 
-Sterile  equipment  is  not  used 
-When  tattoo  ink  is  shared 
-Do  not  shoot  drugs  and  if  you  do,  stop  and 
seek  treatment 


-Don't  share  toothbrushes  or  razors,  as  they 
may  contain  contaminated  blood. 

Can  Hepatitis  C  be  spread  via  sexual 
contact? 

It  is  not  generally  spread  in  this  manner, 
however,  you  should  take  precautions. 
-Abstain  from  having  sex 
-Use  latex  condoms  from  start  to  finish  for 
vaginal,  oral  and/or  anal  sex 
-Limit  your  sexual  partners 
-Get  vaccinated  against  Hepatitis  A  &  B 
-Student  Health  Services  offers     Hepatitis 
B  vaccines 

-There  is  no  vaccine  for  Hepatitis  C 
What  should  I  do  if  I  have  risk  factors 
for  Hepatitis  C? 

Make  an  appointment  at  Student  Health 
Services  to  discuss  your  concerns  with  a 


Nurse  Practitioner  for  Physician.  The 
appropriate  blood  tests  can  be  performed  to 
determine  the  presence  of  Hepatitis  C  in 
ones  blood. 

What  are  the  benefits  of  early  detection? 

You  can  be  checked  for  liver  disease. 
Treatment  can  be  prescribed  if  needed. 
Education  can  prevent  the  spread  of  Hepati- 
tis C. 

Further  information  on  viral  hepatitis  can 
be  obtained  from  the  following  websites: 
www.cdc.gov/hepatitis 
www.ashastd.org 


Sports 

Intramural  champions  emerge  as  first 

half  of  season  ends 

By  Skip  Daley 

The  C  Cutters  repeat  as  Intramural  Indoor 

Soccer  Champions. 

Captained  by  Keith  Byette,  the  C  Cutters 
took  a  second  seed  into  the  playoffs.  For  the  sec- 
ond year  in  a  row  they  met  Allison  Linberg's 
Super  Stars  in  the  Indoor  Soccer  final. 

The  C  Cutters  had  revenge  on  their  minds 
after  being  embarrassed  by  the  Super  Stars  earlier 
this  season.  Byette  scored  the  first  goal  of  the 
game,  you  could  tell  that  the  C  Cutters  diet  had 
been  paying  off.  As  Co-Captain  and  the  leagues 
leading  play  maker  Pete  Samberg  stated,  "Its  all 
about  the  taste." 

The  Superstars  fought  all  game,  but  with  forwards  like  Jamie  Mooney  and  Lynne  Hurley,  everyone  knew  it 
was  going  to  be  an  up  hill  battle. 

After  the  game,  goalie  Jeremy  Guchion  (Frenchy)  expressed  his  deep  respect  for  the  Super  Stars,  but  also  stat- 
ed that,  "The  C  Cutters  can  not  be  beat.  I  challenge  anyone  to  try  to  shoot  one  past  me.  With  defenders  like  Lori 
Cyr  and  Joe  Anthony  teams  are  lucky  if  they  can  even  get  a  shot  on  goal." 
The  Big  Dawgs  take  down  Stillmatic  in  the  A  Division  Basketball  Championship 

Led  by  Manny  DeBarros'  inside  toughness  and  Shawn  Davis'  play  making  ability,  the  Big  Dawgs  defeated 

the  Stillmatic  in  a  physical  Championship  Game. 

Although  Hawkeem  Johnson,  Isiah  Tucker,  and  Joe 
Howell  played  well,  they  could  not  over  come  the  skills  of 
the  Big  Dawgs.  Tahir  Core  contributed  12  points  to  lead 
the  Big  Dawgs  and  Patrick  Francois  also  topped  double 
digits  with  10. 

Other  contributors  to  the  victory  were  Issac  Lane, 
Jarelis  Massionet,  Wesly  St. Lois,  and  Emanual  Allen. 
Team  Kanta  defeats  the  Dream  Team  in  the  B  Divi- 
sion Indoor  Soccer  Finals 

Led  by  captain  Robin  Kanter,  Team  Kanta  came  out 
firing  in  the  Indoor  Soccer  finals.   Kristain  Gonzalez  and 
Tim  Callahan  each  contributed  two  goals  in  the  win. 

The  Dream  team  worked  hard,  but  the  tough  defense  of  the 
first-seeded  Team  Kanta  was  too  much,  limiting  them  to  only  one 
goal. 

Ashley  Mederios  of  the  Dream  team  stated  that,  "Playing  on 
this  team  was  a  dream  come  true.  We  may  not  have  won  it  all  but 
my  teammates  and  I  had  a  great  time." 

"Congratulations  to  all  the  great  teams,"  said  Dave  Claffey  of 
Team  Kanta.  "I  feel  lucky  just  to  compete  against  such  wonderful 
people." 

Glynn  pours  in  30  helping  Walk  Away  defeat  the  Unbeat- 
able Perfects  in  the  B  Division  Basketball  Championship 

It  wasn't  even  a  contest.  Walk  Away  powered  by  the  offense  of  John  Glynn  took  it  to  the  Unbeatable  Per- 
fects, 62-45. 

The  Unbeatable  Perfects  kept  it  close  until  half  time  with  clutch 
3  point  shooting,  but  the  skillful  play  of  Tim  Sullivan,  Pete  Gunder- 
son,  Sean  Keane,  and  Captain  Nino  Decarolis  could  not  be  stopped. 
The  second  half  was  a  lesson  in  domination. 

Tim  Sullivan  had  this  to  say  after  the  game,  "I  am  just  proud  to 
be  associated  with  such  a  great  team." 
Pin  Buster  roll  as  Champions 

The  Pin  Busters  win  the  Intramural  Bowling  League  -  Team 
Members  Mark  Stemple  and  John  Muchi.  Total  pin  count  =  3520. 


Anderson; 
Thorton  return 
for  playoff  run 

BOSTON  (TICKER)  --  The 
Boston  Celtics  on  Friday  activat- 
ed Kenny  Anderson  from  the 
injured  list,  adding  their  starting 
point  guard  for  the  stretch  drive. 

Anderson  missed  five 
games  after  spraining  his  ankle 
in  a  109-101  loss  at  Detroit  on 
March  24.  He  has  averaged  9.8 
points,  5.3  assists  and  3.6 
rebounds  in  69  games  this  sea- 
son. The  Celtics  went  4-1  with- 
out their  veteran  guard  and 
begin  play  Friday  third  in  the 
Eastern  Conference  at  43-32  -  1 
1/2  games  ahead  of  the  Orlando 
Magic  for  the  third  seed  in  the 
playoffs  with  seven  games  left. 

To  make  room  for  the  31- 
year-old  Anderson,  the  Celtics 
placed  rookie  guard  Joe  Forte 
on  the  injured  list  with  a  sprained 
left  ankle.  Forte  hs  played  in  only 
eight  games  this  season. 

BOSTON  (AP)  -  Bruins 
center  Joe  Thornton  returned 
Saturday  against  the  New  York 
Rangers  after  being  sidelined 
since  March  7  with  an  left  shoul- 
der 

Thornton  missed  13  games 
because  of  the  injury  and  was 
not  expected  to  return  this  soon. 
Coach  Robbie  Ftorek  had  said 
Thornton  probably  would  be 
back  next  week. 

The  crowd  roared  when 
Thornton's  name  was 

announced  in  the  starting  lineup. 

He  was  injured  in  Atlanta 
when  he  tripped  on  a  rut  in  the 
ice  and  fell  into  the  boards. 
Before  he  was  hurt,  he  was  sus- 
pended for  three  games  for 
crosschecking  Carolina's  Rod 
Brind'Amour. 

Thornton  had  22  goals  and 
a  team-leading  40  assists  before 
his  injury. 
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"Better  than  catch  with  your  Grandma."  ^^  U 1     A IJ         ^^ 

Bergeron;  Dusombre  lead 
Falcons  in  quest  for  first 


Contact  us  at  PointSports@Hotmail.com 


By  Orlando  Claffey 

As  one  of  the  top  teams  in  FSC  sports,  the 
Softball  team  has  high  hopes  this  season  with  the 
goal  of  returning  to  the  MASCAC  championship 
game.  They  are  coming  off  and  impressive  sec- 
ond-place finish  in  the 
conference  last  year, 
and  have  jumped  out  to 
a  great  start  this  season. 

Second  year  head 
coach  Michelle  Daley 
has  great  expectations 
for  her  young  team,  but 
also  sees  problems  that 
need  to  be  addressed 
before  the  Falcons  can 
succeed. 

The  team  returned 
from  its  annual  Florida 
trip  with  .500  record, 
but  the  4-4  showing  was 
highlighted  by  some 
great  play. 

"We  started  off 
really  well,"  said  Daley, 
"but  it  is  tough  when 
you  play  eight  games  in 
four  days  and  you  only 
have  two  pitchers. 
Toward  the  end  of  the 
week,  they  got  pretty 
tired." 

Playing  teams  from 
Illinois,  Ohio,  Maine  and 
even  local  schools  such  as  Bentley  College,  the 
Falcons  matched-up  well  thanks  to  their  improv- 
ing lineup. 

"Many  of  the  players  positions  have  already 
been  ironed  out,"  said  Daley.  "We  also  have  a  lot 
of  tenth  players  that  can  come  in  and  contribute. 
I  have  so  much  to  work  with  this  year;  it  is  not 


Power  pitcher  Erica  Bergeron,  the  Fal 
con's  ace,  warms  up  during  an  indoor 
practice  at  the  Recreation  Center. 


going  to  be  just  nine  girls  on  the  field  all  the  time. 
Everyone  will  get  a  chance  to  play." 

Full  of  talented  players  and  interchangeable 

parts,  the  Falcons  will  still  have  to  rely  on  key 

players  if  they  are  going  to  succeed.     Senior 

Michelle  Bergeron  is  the  team's  ace,  and  team 

will    often   rest   on   her 

shoulders.  The  little  right 

hander  will  be  pitching  a 

majority    of  the    team's 

games,  already  getting  out 

to  a  7-3  start. 

Up  the  middle, 
junior  Erica  Dusombre 
hopes  to  contribute  her 
glove  and  quick  bat  as  the 
starting  shortstop.  Sopho- 
more Lindsay  Martins 
fills  the  role  as  the  team's 
top  catcher  and  relief 
pitcher,  as  well  as  pos- 
sessing a  great  bat.  While 
these  players  are  looked 
at  to  have  breakout  sea- 
sons, everyone  on  the 
team  needs  to  play  well  in 
order  for  the  Falcons  to 
challenge  for  the  top  spot 
in  the  conference. 

"We  beat  Bridgewa- 
ter,  the  first  place  team,  in 
the  fall,"  said  Daley,  "but 
that  doesn't  guarantee  any- 
thing during  the  season." 
The  Massachusetts  College 
of  Liberal  Arts  also  poses  a  threat  to  the  Falcons 
chances  of  winning  the  conference. 

There  are  some  good  teams  in  our  confer- 
ence, but  FSC  is  up  to  the  challenge,  said  Daley. 
We  can  only  get  better. 


Falcon  Scoreboard 

Softball  (10-6)  (4-0) 

April  6 

FSC  7,  Framingham  10 
FSC  7,  Framingham  1 

April  5 

Curry  College  0,  FSC  4 

April  4 

FSC  2,  Pine  Manor  3 

April  2 

FSC  5,  Umass  Dartmouth  6 

(10  Innings) 

Baseball  (4-14)  (2-1) 

April  6 

FSC  3,  Framingham  1 

(8  Innings) 

FSC  3,  Framingham  1 

(8  Innings) 

April  5 

Curry  College  3,  FSC  11 

April  2 

Keene  State  9,  FSC  0 

Track  and  Field 

Women's  Team 
Fitchburg  State  College  142 

Bryant  College  140 
Salem  State  College  83 

Men's  Team 

Bryant  College  199 

Worcester  State  College  105 

Fitchburg  State  College  89 


April  13th 
Baseball  vs.  WestfieJjJv 

(0H)Noon    J 
Softball  vs.Westfield 

(DH)Noon  ' 


April  15th 
Baseball  vs.  Salem. 

(TO)  Noon 
Softball  vs.  Salem 

(DH)  Noon 


April  16th 
Baseball  ajpBeeker 

April  17tl 
^ftball  afEIi 
5  p.m. 


April  18th 
Baseball  at  Franklin 
IimT       Ke«m-,      ^* 


VIA 


p.m. 


April  20th 
Baseball  vs.  Mass.  Col- 
lege 
(DH)  Noon 
Soffball  vs.  Mass.  College 
M    (DH)Noon 


